
-1.13 [-1.78 to -0.48]Menigaux 01 25   1.58 (1.29)      25   2.71 (1.03)0.2

-0.66 [-1.29 to -0.03]Papaziogas 01 18   0.94 (1.00)     17    1.60 (0.90)1.0
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Ketamine
n   mean (sd)

Control
n   mean (sd)

211                       146

11   0.45 (1.00)      11   0.45 (1.00)
30   3.38 (1.92)      15   3.59 (2.50)
20   2.33 (1.23)      20   2.47 (1.00)
18   0.60 (0.30)     17    1.20 (0.80)

99                         63

11   0.45 (0.55)     11    0.45 (0.55)

20   2.00 (0.86)      20   2.10 (1.10)
191                        157

30   1.66 (1.31)     15    2.41 (1.34)

0.8 0.16 [-0.45 to 0.77]De KocK 01 20   1.83 (1.00)      20   1.67 (0.93)

15   0.73 (1.37)     15    0.61 (0.79)

162                        126

-5 0 5

Favours ketamine Favours control

VAS cm
Postoperative

time point

Prophylactic intravenous ketamine: VAS of pain intensity (0-10 cm)Fig. 2
n: number of patients analysed; sd: standard deviation; CI: confidence interval; VAS: visual analogue scale of pain intensity; cm: centimeters
The comparisons are arranged according to ketamine regimens; on the event rate scatters, the sizes of the symbols represent the sizes of the trials

Regimen
mg/kg

Roytblat 93 -0.35 [-1.12 to 0.42]11   0.55 (0.55)     11    0.90 (1.18)0.2

-0.27 [-1.47 to 0.93]Ngan Kee 97 18   2.53 (1.65)      20   2.80 (2.11)1.0

-0.98 [-1.15 to -0.81]Dahl 00 60   2.42 (0.39)      29   3.40 (0.38)0.4
 0.06 [-1.03 to 1.15]Menigaux 00 30   3.47 (1.88)     15    3.41 (1.69)0.2

 0.66 [-0.32 to 1.64]De Kock 01 20   2.67 (1.23)      20   2.01 (1.87)0.8

-1.90 [-2.45 to -1.35]Kararmaz 03 20   1.60 (0.60)      20   3.50 (1.10)1.6

-1.10 [-2.48 to 0.28]Xie 03 14   1.40 (2.17)     14    2.50 (1.50)0.5

0.2
0.2
0.8
1.0

0.2
-1.40 [-2.46 to -0.34]Menigaux 00 30   2.85 (1.23)     15    4.25 (1.91)0.2

 0.13 [-0.55 to 0.81]De Kock 01 20   2.00 (1.00)      20   1.87 (1.20)0.8
Not estimablePapaziogas 01 18   0.00 (0.00)     17    0.50 (1.30)1.0

-0.37 [-1.26 to 0.52]Jaksch 02 15   1.00 (1.20)     15    1.37 (1.29)1.0

1.6

-0.40 [-1.66 to 0.86]Xie 03 14   1.80 (1.50)     14    2.20 (1.87)0.5

-0.99 [-2.36 to 0.38]Ngan Kee 97 18   1.56 (1.57)      20   2.55 (2.64)1.0

0.2
-0.83 [-1.38 to -0.28]Menigaux 01 25   0.81 (1.00)      25   1.64 (1.00)0.2

Not estimablePapaziogas 01 18   0.00 (0.00)     17    0.00 (0.00)1.0
1.0

 0.00 [-1.62 to1.22]Kararmaz 03 20  1.50 (0.69)      20   1.50 (0.76)1.6

-0.20 [-1.62 to 1.22]Xie 03  14   2.50 (1.50)      14    2.70 (2.25)0.5

VAS  pain intensity

 -0.38 [-1.31 to 0.55]De Kock 01 20   1.63 (1.00)      20   2.01 (1.87)1.5

-0.40 [-1.09 to 0.29]DeKock 01 20  2.07 (1.23)      20   2.47 (1.00)1.5

 -0.14 [-0.84 to 0.56]De Kock 01 20   1.73 (1.07)      20   1.87 (1.20)1.5

1.5 -0.44 [-0.94 to 0.06]De KocK 01 20  1.23 (0.67)      20   1.67 (0.93)


