
241 potentially relevant trials identified

189 trials retrieved for detailed
evaluation

71 valid trials

52 trials excluded: 30 not relevant, 8
premedication, 7 volunteers, 2 animals, 3
chronic pain, 2 emergency medecine

Abstract screening

118 trials excluded: 3 abstracts, 20 no
randomisation, 69 no adequate control, 26
no pain assessment

18 trials excluded: head-to-head
comparisons without inactive controls

53 randomised, placebo controlled trials
analysed
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